NOTES:   CANTO IV,  76-311.	167
I.	99,  their Chief's defence to aid.   The gathering of the
various families of the clan Scott, from the valleys of Teviot, Ettrick,
and Yarrow, is given with Homeric detail.   Jeffrey thought there
was something too much of it, considering the real insignificance of"
such bandit lairds as Sir John Scott of Thirlestane and Walter Scott
of Harden.   But it is all in the spirit of the clan minstrel.   The poet
explains in prose notes that all the statements, rendered with such
vivacity in the text, are founded on tradition and documentary evidence.
II.	100-104.   These lines were not hi the first edition.   The sug-
gestion is taken from the ballad of Archie of Ca'field :—
'There was horsing, horsing in haste,
And there was marching upon the lee.1
1. 109. Eoyal James, James V, whose charter of the arms
mentioned is quoted by Scott.
1. 124. The bend of Murdieston. • The family of Harden are
descended from a younger son of the Laird of Buccleuch, who
flourished before the estate of Murdieston was acquired by the
marriage of one of those chieftains with the heiress, in 1296.
Hence they bear the cognizance of the Scotts upon the field;
whereas those of the Buccleuch are disposed upon a bend dexter,
assumed in consequence of that marriage.'—scott. The poet was
himself descended from the family of Harden.
1. 149. Hearken, Ladye, to the tale. The Ladye, of course, is
the Minstrel's Ladye, the Duchess of Monmouth and -Buccleuch.
This tale was not in the first edition.
1. 159. heriot, 'originally a tribute to the lord of a manor of the
horse or habiliments of the deceased tenants, in order that the
militiae apparatus might continue to be used for the purpose of
national defence by each succeeding tenant. On the decline of the
military tenures, the heriot was commuted for a money payment, or
for the tenant's best beast (averiunt), or dead chattel, which is most
commonly compounded for.'—Wharton's ' Law Lexicon.1 For deri-
vation, see Skeat.
I.	229. Bellenden.   'Bellenden is situated near the head of
Borthwick water, and being in the centre of the possessions of the
Scotts; was frequently used as their place of rendezvous and gathering
word.'—scott.    But on this occasion their place of rendezvous
would seem to have been Branksome itself.   The four lines ending
with Bellenden are an afterthought, added to the poem after its first
appearance.
II.	291 and 311. Almayn, or German, mercenaries, were often

